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P.C. Box 2087
Santa Fe, NM USA

" MuseuM oF INTERNATIONAL FoLK ART e

Marsha C. Bol, Ph.D.

January 13, 2012 Director

TEL 505 476-1200
FAX 505 476-1300
internationalfolkart.org

Dr. Joyce M. Szabo

Regents’ Professor of Art History
Department of Art and Art History
University of New Mexico

Dear Professor Szabo:

T am very pleased, as Director of the Museum of International Folk Art, to write in support of
UNM’s proposed Graduate Program in Museum Studies. The state of New Mexico is fortunate
to have an abundance of nationally-acclaimed museums, particularly given the limited
population and economy of the state. Arts and culture contribute $3.3 billion dollars annuaily to
New Mexico’s overall economy. Certainly a graduate program in Museum Studies is warranted
to train students to fulfill the needs of our museums for professionally-trained staff.

Personally, I am a graduate of the UNM Department of Art and Art History. Ibegan my
museum career 30 years ago by forging my own Museum Studies program at UNM - taking the
only two Museums Studies courses that were available and wrangling an internship at the
Mazwell Museum of Anthropology and another internship at the Museum of International Folk
Art. Ireceived credits for the internships as Independent Studies. In that era museums were
willing to hire staff, who had very little museum training. But those days have changed, Today
museums expect to be able to hire well-trained or experienced staff. Jobs are competitive. For
New Mexico students to be able to compete in our state and elsewhere, they have to meet the
education and training requirements to make them viable candidates for museum jobs.

The Museum of International Folk Art would welcome accepting Museum Studies graduate
students as interns to work in our various departments or to work on research projects in our
collections and research library. Our collections number 135,000 objects, making this the largest
collection of folk art in the world.

This graduate program would serve the needs of the museums, galleries, and many other cultural
institutions in New Mexico, and in return, we in New Mexico museums would be glad to assist
in the training programs in collaboration with the University of New Mexico.

Sincerely,

U\)Lw\r%(f\& G . Ti@Q

Marsha C. Bol, Ph.D.
Director
Museum of International Folk Art
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Department of Natural Sciences
P. O. Box 680 Silver City, New Mexico 88062

575-538-6227 www.wnmu.edu Fax 575-538-6228

NEW MEXICO

T UNIVERSITY

Feb. 3 2012
To the New Mexico Council of Graduate Deans,

In this letter, | express my strong support for the proposed UNM Graduate Program in Museum
Studies. This proposal clearly establishes the significance of museums as repositories of
scientific specimens and cultural artifacts that inform the public, engage and excite students in
New Mexico public schools and universities, and provide the foundation for much ongoing
research in this state (including my own). As curator of the Dale A. Zimmerman Herbarium at
Western New Mexico University (11 years), | frequently interact with personnel in the UNM
Museum of Southwestern Biology and have become very aware of the high quality and wide
scope of the collections housed therein, as well as the flagship nature of these museums within
the New Mexico university system. Hence, UNM is the logical institution to offer this much
needed program.

This proposal makes a strong case for the need of a graduate program in museum studies in this
state, including the existence of 90 such programs elsewhere in the United States but none in
New Mexico despite this state’s ranking as tenth in the country in the number of museums per
capita. Furthermore, the authors of this proposal have carefully projected viable graduate
enrollment and associated graduate credit hours in this program (if approved) through analysis of
enrollment data in a similar program at the University of Colorado at Boulder. And, the need for
professionals with training in museum studies is supported by the presentation of recent (Dec.
2011) museum-related job listings in New Mexico (16) and in adjacent states (23).

It is clear that the University of New Mexico is ideally positioned and prepared to offer this
program, with its five museums each containing significant collections, as well as qualified
museum curators and faculty members to teach all of the courses listed in the proposed degree
plan. Furthermore, all but one (MSST 475/575 Museum Interpretation) of the courses listed in
the proposed degree plan currently exist in the UNM course catalog. Thus, implementation of
this graduate degree in Museum Studies would require very little investment of additional
resources by UNM.

In conclusion, is seems to me that approval of the Graduate Program in Museum Studies outlined
in this thorough, well-crafted proposal is a “win-win” proposition.



|l R

Dr. William R. Norris

Professor of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology and Curator of the Dale A. Zimmerman
Herbarium

Department of Natural Sciences
Western New Mexico University
PO Box 680

1000 W. College Ave.

Silver City, NM 88062
norrisw@wnmu.edu

(575) 538-6625 (office)

(575) 538-6228 (FAX)
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NEW MEXICO

HIGHLANDS

UNIVERSITY"

January 18th, 2012

To the New Mexico Council of Graduate Deans;

I am writing this letter in support of the proposal for a UNM graduate program in museum
studies. | am aware of the commitment that many faculty and invested parties have
made in designing a carefully crafted curriculum that will prepare students for careers in
museums, galleries and other cultural institutions.

As the chair of the media arts department at New Mexico Highlands University, and the
director of our Program in Interactive Cultural Technology (PICT) | have had the
opportunity to work with museums throughout New Mexico and the southwest. Often, we
deploy media experts in to museums that do not have enough well-trained staff in the
areas of content curation, registration and administrative management.

Ideally, a museum studies program would involve interdisciplinary study across different
content areas, allowing students to learn about the needs of different types of museums,
and the management needs of large vs. small institutions. The UNM program is
designed to address these concerns.

As a member of the New Mexico Association of Museums, and presenter at their annual
conference, | frequently hear talk of the need for an in-state museum studies program.
This would minimize the need for museums to conduct employment searches outside of
New Mexico. As a faculty member at a state university serving a local population, this is
extremely important to me.

The media arts department at NMHU will happily work with museum studies students
through PICT, and in offering supplementary courses in appropriate technologies, if
needed. Our faculty would be happy to participate as mentors and thesis committee
members as well. If you have any questions concerning our support of this new program,
please do not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,

Ao ng—

Miriam Langer

Associate Professor of Media Arts
Chair, Department of Media Arts
melanger@nmhu.edu






E - EASTERN NEW MEXICO UNIVERSITY Portales, NM 88130

g Anthropology & Applied Archaeology

Dr. John Montgomery

Blackwater Draw Museum

Department of Anthropology and Applied Archaeology
Campus Station 53

Eastern New Mexico University

Portales, New Mexico 88130

January 24, 2012

Dr. James Dixon

Director, Maxwell Museum of Anthropology
MSCO01 1050

1 University of New Mexico

Albuquerque, NM 87131-0001

Dear Dr. Dixon:

I have had an opportunity to review the University of New Mexico’s proposal for a
master’s degree in museum studies, and based on my review, I support this proposal.

From my reading, I understand that the proposed program offers new opportunities for
cooperation and collaboration between the Blackwater Draw Museum of ENMU and
UNM. Specifically, the proposed program has a thesis or project track that will possibly
provide new opportunities for ENMU and UNM faculty to partner and encourage
students in these graduate level endeavors and participate in thesis committees.

Program will provide new pathways for experiential learning for students. In addition,
the proposed interdisciplinary graduate program will create an important new educational
option for undergraduates exposed to museum work or museum studies at ENMU.

To my knowledge, this specific type of program is not offered elsewhere in New Mexico,
and there exists a need to develop students who can become professional workers within
a state where historic preservation and heritage tourism are a growing economic engine.

Thesis, projects and internships that focus on ENMU museum collections, exhibits and
programs also will make important contributions to ENMU collections, galleries, and
programs.



Dr. Dixon
January 24, 2012
Page 2

The Blackwater Draw Museum welcomes opportunities to collaborate with UNM to
developing these types of opportunities.

If you have any questions, please contact me by phone at (575) 562-2180 or by e-mail at
john.montgomery@enmu.edu.

Thank you for your time and consideration. Ilook forward to hearing that this proposal
is supported.

Sincerely,
Dr. John Montgomery

Professor

Director, Blackwater Draw Museum





